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“Faint [lluminations of the Unknowable
or,

Three Anecdotes that were Sufficiently Revealed to Me?

The following story is copied® out of the book of Margery Kempe, Ancress of Lynn,* the
15" century English figure® who wept like a regular fountain® and liked to sleep of nights’ with a
virgin on either side of her.?

She tells of a man who once’ sat under a pear tree in an old-fashioned garden and'’ fell
asleep. When he awoke, the first object that presented was a'' full-grown knife-tooth bear,

standing as he does more than twice as tall as a man,'? eating all the pears up."
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The man watched him, still motionless.'* You bet he was scared! And" then the bear
turned around, and looked back—and started to'® actually evacuate his bowels, so that'” an
endless stream of black lava'® came gushing out upon the ground."

The meaning of this was all plain enough:? the tree was the man,*' bear his sin,?? and
fruit his heart.®

Or something like that.>* To tell the truth, I don’t understand it myself.** I am not a very
religious man.* I was baptized by a Methodist preacher?’ but never believed in God at all.?® I just
love animals. Don’t you?” Something like 70 percent®® of them have died since®! our parents
were born*>—and they are dead, too.*

Our parents, I mean. Parents in general;** parents in particular, t0o0.*’
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Very different, but also of great value, was the service rendered by Elias Howe of sewing
machine fame.*

Howe was not the first man to think of a sewing machine. However, he was the first man
to make a sewing machine work.>” He began with failure:*® he first tried a double-ended needle
with an eye in the center, and tried it for a whole year before becoming convinced that the device
never would do.** He failed so badly that his character and his name as* an inventor was done.*!

And then he had a dream so clear it seemed like reality.

He dreamt that* he was a prisoner in the hands of** a treacherous king who, curious to

t* the inventor had in mind,* gave him just 24 hours to take himself and all his

see wha
belongings* and make a sewing machine.” He worked through the night, in a stillness broken
only by the crowing of a rooster in some distant farmyard and the sputtering of the lamp;* he
had failed, and the® guards were coming to escort him to*® the public execution, when®' he

noticed their spears had eyes near the point.*?

“I must thread my needle at the end,” he said when he awoke and grasped the symbol.>
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Sometimes dreams are so self-serving in character that they appear, to an outsider, to
have been concocted as an excuse.** I myself have dreamed much foolish stuff in time.*> When I

was ten years old I°® dreamed the solution to algebraic and geometric problems®’ in a game

t58 t59

about®® catching pocket® monsters and fighting them,* and when I was twenty years old®' 1
dreamed there was a devil prowling about the®® bedroom, asking for help—his scalp was
bleeding, his face cut, and his clothes torn.®> When I turned thirty-three years of age, the* age
Jesus was when he was crucified,® I dreamed of my father, who® shot himself just above the
right temple®” on a hot summer day in the eventide.®®

I try not to dream. I cook and I garden—1I sew and knit—I study and read.®® Dreams are
just memories of events that happen to us or to persons known to us, and they have no special
hidden meaning.” In our ignorance of the true connection of events we are as easily misled as

led.”" “I should like,” adds Dr. Alonzo Bemis, “to correct an error which has found its way into

the press on many occasions—that is: the idea of the needle came to Elias Howe in a dream. Mr.
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Howe was too much of a Yankee to place any dependence in dreams and the needle idea was
worked out by careful thought and countless experiments.””?

I try not to dream anymore.”

The other day I was riding down to the City Hall in a pretty crowded car when something
happened.™

We all felt it at once.” We looked at each other, and looked at the mountains, and looked
at the sun, and looked at each other again, and laughed, and then looked blue.”

“Anyone else feel that?”"’

What did we feel?”® It felt like—Ilike nothing much. Like the twinge of a mild electric
shock.” Whatever had happened—and perhaps it was very little, after all—had happened not
because but in spite of** the chance meeting of strangers®' on a city bus some mild autumnal
day.®? Here sits an editor, hastily putting together the thoughts that will form tomorrow’s leader;

here a woman with a dog on a lead.® A father and his two daughters,® fighting each other for the
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t* piece of chocolate (half a bar),’” next to a student whose face®® is buried in a book.® We

las
were simply people who had tumbled together in a real wish to? live to see another sunrise’’ and
in doing so experienced a very actual nervous relief,”” an actual sense of motion, like something
growing, and a sensation as inexplicable as it was” sweetly familiar—and so humanly dear that
the very street™ seemed to be winking at us.

It is a strange thing how love affects different people.” It's like something you'd read of
in a book and say it was probably exaggerated,”® one of those absurd fantastic novels that people
write nowadays when half the characters are’” on the verge of some great revelation that never
98 Ia

t” since my father’s death and'® have been finding it

came.”*® I’ve been looking everywhere for i
mighty hard to get.'’! I see it as light,'* as an illumination,'® something just past the corner of
my eye, over my shoulder, and I sit very still sometimes, trying to take it off its guard,'® only to

lose it completely within a few seconds.'®
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Was that what we felt'® on the bus that night?'” The kind of love that only shows itself'*®
as an afterimage of the light?'” Love, noiseless and unchangeable,''® moving through our
atmosphere with the velocity of'"' meteor flying through the air—and like a meteor leaving earth
and earthly things behind,''? leaving us wrecked in its wake,'"” confused and disturbed and wild
with a longing''* for each other, for all eternity?''

Doesn’t it seem like that is what it was?''®

And if it wasn’t then''” I guess I’1l just have to go along as always,''® searching for
nothing in particular but everything,'" and finding everything in such perfect order—'**human

beings going off by themselves at great distances from the'?!

sun, which causes them to grow by
accumulating its heat in them,'? earth spinning and whirling around in the air'**—that it’s all I

can do to hang on'* to the edge of the planet’s face'*® without flying off into the realms of the

1% Germ. Strasburgh, “Notice sur Edouard Ruppel, &c. Some Account of Edward Ruppel and of his Journey into the
Interior of Africa” from The London Literary Gazette, Vol. (1829)

07 E, Temple Thurston, Sally Bishop: A Romance (1909)

198 oliver Madox Hueffer, Needles and Pins (1924)

199 Gustave Le Bon, The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind (1897)

110 Margaret Deland, The Wisdom of Fools (1897)

11 “Shooting Stars and Meteoric Showers” from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, Vol. 1 (1850)

12 The Woodbury Papers (1840)

13 Mary Heaton Vorse, “Jimmie and the Red Cross Drive” from Woman’s Home Companion, Vol. 45 (1918)
1% Dan T. Moore, “The Double Spy” from Amazing Stories (March 1954)

115 Robert Andrew Arthur, “The Indulgence of Negu Mah” from Comet (July 1941)

116 Brent of Bin Bin, Ten Creeks Run (1930)

7 George O. Smith, Hellflower (1953)

118 “| etter Box” from The Ark, Vol. 7 (1917)

119 Edward P. Guild, “Christopher Gault—A Story” from The Bay State Monthly, Vol. 3 (1885)

120 Mrs. Pulling, “A Mother’s Duties” from The Mother’s Magazine and Family Circle, Vol. 42 (1874)

121 “The Charms of Nativity” from Catholic World, Vol. 9 (1869)

122 Amédée Guillemin, The Sun (1870)

123 “Geography for Beginners” from School and Home Education, Vol. 10 (1890)

124 Beth B. Gilchrist, “The Disciplining of Evelyn” from The Youth’s Companion, Vol. 95 (1921)

125 R, J. Mann, “Occultation of Jupiter, observed at Ventnor” from Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical
Society (1857)



infinite,'?® where my father is waiting for me,'”” and where love makes the silence vibrant with

revelation.'?®
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